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Growth a sign of life. 
As PCC we have considered all that has come from the 
Diocese and Deanery and we want to get fully behind 
the emphasis on growth. Over the next few weeks we 
will be exploring how we want to do that so that as a 
family of believers we grow in faith and numbers by 
2020.!

Growth has always been part of the DNA of St John’s. 
We were planted as a Church to establish and grow a 
new group of believers in this part of Hinckley. !
Over the years although people have come and gone 
and buildings have changed and developed one of the 
things that has remained constant is the call on our 
Church to grow. !
Growth is a sign of a 
healthy life; for us as a 
Church it is a sign that 
people are hearing and 
receiving the love of the 
Father through Jesus and 
that it is being grown and 
nurtured through the work of 
the Spirit.!
When we talk about growth our thoughts often turn to 
numbers, although we do want to grow numerically our 
desire to grow is much wider than our desire to see 
more people coming through our doors. !
It is about growing in our lives as disciples of Jesus and  
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The Background 

Over the last few years 
our Deanery has been 
considering some of the 
challenges facing the 
Diocese in the next few 
years, not least the fact 
that 40% Clergy nationally 
are due to retire by 2020. 

Each Deanery was asked 
to come up with a plan to 
deal with local reduction 
in Clergy but also focused 
on how the Church can 
grow locally as well. 

The Deanery Plan 

By 2012 our Deanery had 
made its response to the 
Diocese (the full report 
can be found on the 
Diocese of Le icester 
w e b s i t e u n d e r 2 0 2 0 
planning on the ‘Shaped 
by God’ page). The good 
news for us is that we are 
not part of the Clergy 
reduction plan.  

However we have been 
asked to look at how we 
as a Church can be more 
effective in terms of the 
mission and ministry we 
do so that we continue to 
grow. 

SAINT JOHN’S HINCKLEY!
 Called to Grow

“All living things grow if 
they’re healthy. You 

don’t have to make them 
grow – it’s just natural for 

living organisms.”  
  Rick Warren
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allowing that discipleship to develop and shape us 
into  the people of God we are called to be, both as 
individuals and as a body of people.!
The parable of the mustard seed gives us a great 
picture of how that growth happens. When even a 
small seed of faith is planted if it is given the right 
conditions it will grow and develop into something that 
others can even benefit from. !
If we are going to continue to grow as a Church family 
here at St John’s then we want it to be because of our 
focus on seeing the kingdom of God planted, rooted 
and established in our own lives and as a church. We 
need to continue to do all we can to provide the right 
environment to see growth nurtured and mature in our 
lives together. !
We also want that seed of faith scattered far and wide  
in  our community. Each of us has a part to play, both 
in sowing the seed and praying that it takes root and 
grows. !
In order for that to happen we need to remain focused 
on being people who Meet with God in order to Make 
Him Known.!
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The Parable of the 
Sower 

A farmer went out to sow 
his seed. Some of it fell on 
the road; it was tramped 
down and the birds ate it. 
Other seed fell in the 
gravel; it sprouted, but 
withered because it didn’t 
have good roots. Other 
seed fell in the weeds; the 
weeds grew with it and 
strangled it. Other seed fell 
in rich earth and produced 
a bumper crop. 

           Luke 8


